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December 10, 2021

To: ADFS Submi t t e r s o f Fire Debr is Evidence

Re: Change in Case Accep tance Pol icy f o r Fire Debr is Evidence

This le t te r is being p rov ided t o n o t i f y you o f an u p c o m i n g change in t h e Case Acceptance pol icy f o r Fire Debr is

examina t i ons a t t h e A labama D e p a r t m e n t o f Forensic Sciences (ADFS). W i t h the r e c e n t re t i r emen t o f ADFS?

Fire Debr is analyst, we no longer possess the in-house capab i l i t y t o examine Fire Debr is ev idence.

A r e v i e w o f Fire Debr is cases s u b m i t t e d t o ADFS has revealed t h a t annua l requests f o r Fire Debr is examina t ions

have fal len t o less than 0.3% o f all ADFS case submissions, w i t h ADFS having t o p rov i de e x p e r t w i tness t e s t i m o n y

in Fire Debr is cases ? s t a t e w i d e ? app rox ima te l y once every t h r e e (3) years.

As an a l t e rna t i ve t o in-house analyses, ADFS is in t h e process o f establ ishing a profess iona l services con t rac t

w i t h an accred i ted fee f o r service labo ra to ry t o provide Fire Debr is examinat ions, wh i ch wi l l be avai lable on a

case b y case basis. T h a t service wi l l be l im i ted , however , t o case types involv ing cr imes against persons (i.e.

invo lv ing a fata l i ty ) , as t h a t is the m o s t cost e f fec t ive and ef f ic ien t use o f o u r l imi ted resources.

There fo re , e f fec t i ve February 1, 2022, requests f o r Fire Debris examina t ions wi l l on l y be accepted by ADFS f o r

cases invo lv ing cr imes against persons (i.e. fatal i t ies). For those cases, ADFS wil l con t i nue t o prov ide t h e

necessary tes t i ng f o r you r of f ice, f ree o f charge, under ADFS? professional services con t rac t w i t h an accred i ted

fee f o r service labora to ry . Fire Debr is cases involv ing cr imes against p rope r t y wil l no l o n g e r be accepted b y ADFS

a f t e r February 1, 2022.

An i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r in th is dec is ion w a s t h e fac t that , ove r the course o f the last decade, t h e ab i l i t y o f Fire Debr is

analyses t o p rov i de p r o b a t i v e sc ient i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n on cases involv ing cr imes against p r o p e r t y has become

increas ing ly l im i t ed , as p e t r o l e u m based produc ts and the i r associated dist i l late byp roduc t s are rou t i ne l y being

used in t h e m a n u f a c t u r e o f m a n y househo ld mater ia ls and furnishings.

However, should your office wish to pursue Fire Debris examinations for cases involving crimes against property

after February 1, 2022, we will gladly assist you in identifying an accredited laboratory who may be able to fulfill
those requests. in researching this issue, ADFS has discovered the current cost for Fire Debris examinations at
an accredited fee fo r service laboratory, per evidence can, is approximately $150-$200.

Please fee l f ree t o con tac t me d i rec t ly at a .de l lamanna@adfs .a labama.gov shou ld y o u wish t o discuss th is

f u r t h e r a n d / o r i f y o u h a v e any ques t ions regard ing th is m a t t e r .

Sincerely,

Ange lo Della Manna
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